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A diagnostic process using indicator organism was developed for biological wastewater treatment plant.
Monitoring made on the behavior of some bacteria contributing to removal of nitrogen contained in the
activated sludge of the plant of a thermal power station observed a high correlation between the count
of nitrite-reducing bacteria and treated water quality. The process is composed of periodical determination
of bacterial counts followed by adequate control of inlet nitrogen load as well as methanol injection
as organic source. This will assure prompt and optimum operation and forecast the quality of treated water
by inputting forecast inlet.
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