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Introduction of Our First Commercial Steel Plate Digester Tank Installed in

Yahagigawa Sewage-Treatment Center, Aichi Prefecture, and it's Operation
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Digestion tanks at sewage treatment plants have been generally constructed by concrete, however Kobelco
Eco-Solutions has been developing steel plate digestion tanks that are superior in cost-performance,
constructability and functionality since 2010. We constructed the first commercial plant of practical scale
in Japan at the Yahagigawa Sewage Treatment Center of Aichi Prefecture in October 2016, and it has
operated stably to date. In general, it is common to use seed sludge (such as digested sludge from other
treatment plants) to start up digestion tanks, but this time, we forewent that and started up the digestive
tanks using only waste sludge. This paper gives an overview of the plant and reports our start-up method
and the operating performance of the Yahagigawa Sewage Treatment Center.
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